
 
 

Official Youth Delegates for Rio+20 
 

 

Overview  
Rio+20 will be celebrated next June in Brazil. The UN Rio+20 Conference on Sustainable 

Development, better known as the Earth Summit, will seek to renew political commitment 

for sustainable development, and to assess the progress of past Earth Summits. 

 

The participation of all stakeholders is necessary to make Rio+20 a successful event. More 

than half of the world’s population is under 25 years old and young people are the most 

vulnerable to water, energy, economic and climate crises. Additionally, we as future 

generations will carry the consequences of the political decisions made at Rio+20. As a 

result, it is important that the voice of youth is included in Rio+20 debates in the form of 

official youth delegates.  

 

The UN Major Group of Children and Youth (MGCY) is seeking to increase Member States’ 

awareness about youth participation and the importance of including a youth delegates in 

their official delegations.  

 

Benefits  
The inclusion of a youth delegate will indicate the commitment of a Member State with the 

values of the Rio declaration, particularly principles 10 and 21, and intergenerational equity 

and equal participation.  

 

Moreover, official youth delegates serve as a liaison with the youth of their country, inspiring 

and encouraging young people to participate more deeply at home, in the political life of 

their own societies, thereby counteracting the immense social costs of excluding young 

people. 

 

Official youth delegates will have a pink badge during the Rio negotiations, will have access 

to closed discussions and will participate more fully in the process. This will help push 

toward policies that are favorable for youth, especially in the development of a green 

economy and other CSD policy processes.  

 

Role of a Youth Delegate 
The youth delegates provide input to their delegation on issues related to youth and 

participate in the delegations’ general work through attending a variety of meetings and 

informal negotiations, as well as providing assistance in covering general debates and 

drafting reports. When returning home, the youth delegates often conduct tours of schools, 

universities, youth organizations and other civil society organizations to share their 

experiences with other young people. 



The youth delegates also write articles, take part in various conferences and participate in 

preparatory meetings. The youth delegates also participate in online discussions with the 

other youth delegates organized by the MGCY.   

 

Suggested Selection Process 
Currently, there is no uniform selection process. In the Netherlands a voting systems which 

involves campaigning has been designed. Belgium has three youth delegates, each 

representing a different language speaking segment of the country. Germany has a senior 

and junior system of youth involved with their national youth council. Others have open calls 

for applications complemented by interviews with government officials.  

 

The selection process is frequently overseen by the government authority directly 

responsible for youth or the government authority that serve as the lead for Rio+20. The one 

thing that they all have in common is that these young people form part of the official 

delegations—either as delegates (in case of Sweden, Belgium and Germany) or as advisors. 

 

The ideal candidate must be under 26 years old, engaged with Environmental and 

Sustainable youth grassroots initiatives, interested in being involved with youth advocacy 

and the UN CSD Major Group of Children and Youth.  

 

Once the delegate has been selected, the name of the selected delegate is then transmitted 

to the ministry of foreign affairs and subsequently to the country’s permanent mission to the 

United Nations.  

 

The logistical arrangements for youth delegates are typically handled by the foreign ministry 

or the permanent mission, as they are experienced in bringing their nationals to functions at 

the United Nations.  

 

Current Youth Delegates 
Current countries with official youth delegate for CSD-process and Rio+20: Germany, 

Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden and the Netherlands. Campaigns in France and United States 

are seeking to increase this number.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional information please contact the Organising Partners of the Major Group of 

Children and Youth: Kiara.youth@gmail.com, Ivana.Savich@gmail.com or 

ben.vanpeperstraete@gmail.com or Youth@un.org 


