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PREAMBLE - OUR COMMON FUTURE 

 

We, the delegates from the three SIDS regions representing the voices of young people from SIDS have 

a vision: A self-sustaining, climate resilient, peaceful, healthy, inclusive, democratic and transparent 

society where all young people are empowered as equal partners in global efforts for sustainable 

development. 

 

We endorse and support the comments by the Hon. Freundel J. Stuart, Prime Minister of Barbados, with 

respect to the inclusion of youth specific recommendations in the Outcomes Document of this Meeting. 

 

Moreover we have facilitated dialogue and have identified 6 areas as being critical to the livelihoods of 

youth, considering the diversity among us, yet acknowledging our common vulnerabilities. These six areas 

are: Good Governance and Youth Participation; Health; Climate Change and Biodiversity; Water; Education, 

Entrepreneurship and Employment; and Science and Technology. 

 

 

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND YOUTH PARTICIPATION 

 

Sustainable development cannot be achieved in SIDS without intergenerational dialogue, a common 

vision and solidarity. Therefore, we recommend: 

 

1. The inclusion and active participation of youth within the official governmental delegations to the 

SIDS 2014 Conference, the processes leading up to it and beyond - nationally, regionally and 

internationally. 

2. With regards to the Post-2015 Agenda discussions and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), we 

urge governments to have a common position to lobby for a SIDS-specific SDG, with children and 

youth indicators, as well as an SDG on ‘Sustainable Energy for all’, ensuring increased access and 

affordability of renewable energy technologies in SIDS. 
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HEALTH   

 

Young people need a stable and healthy life to earn a living and contribute to sustainable island 

development. Therefore, we need: 

 

1. Access to basic health care services that is free and of good quality, and the strengthening of regional 

healthcare networks, supported by better policies which will ensure recruitment, development, training 

and maintenance of our health workforce.  

2. The overcoming of cultural barriers through access to youth-friendly Sexual and Reproductive Health 

and Rights (SRHR) information, services and safe spaces, including the development of peer-to-peer 

educational programs on the same. 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND BIODIVERSITY 

 

The nexus between climate change, biodiversity and sustainable development is a matter of survival of 

young people and the resilience of islands. In this regard, the following recommendations are proposed: 

 
1. Production and dissemination of knowledge products and best practices to support implementation of 

national, regional and inter-regional training programs in SIDS on climate vulnerability mapping, natural 

resource mapping, climate monitoring and the preparation of climate change adaptation and mitigation plans.  

2. Establishment of a SIDS mechanism, to provide technical and financial resources to Major Groups, for 

participation in the preparation and implementation of National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

(NBSAPs). Moreover the mechanism should also mobilize resources for national biodiversity inventories, 

protection of wildlife habitats, aid in establishing seed banks and contribute to scientific research and 

technology transfer on Biodiversity in SIDS. 

 

 

WATER 

 

Addressing challenges related to freshwater is vital to ensure socio-economic development and the continuity 

of all forms of life. In addition, most member states have articulated their concerns with regard to the 

degradation of oceans and the importance of the blue economy, underscoring that oceans are indeed the 

future of SIDS. In this context, we recommend:  

 
1. Governments to continue developing Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) policies and 

action plans with the understanding that sustainable land management is integral to both the quality and 

quantity of our water supplies.  

2. Initiation of regional and inter-regional dialogues, inclusive of youth, to establish commonly adopted 

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in order to curb overfishing, Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) 

fishing, marine pollution, and provide oversight of marine extractive industries.  
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THE 3 Es- EDUCATION, ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND EMPLOYMENT  

 

According to findings published by the International Labour Organization (ILO) in 2013 young people are 

three times more likely to be unemployed than adults and almost 73 million youth worldwide are looking for 

work. This represents the existing gaps in our educational system, which seems to be oriented towards 

training more job seekers, than job creators, with the capacity to create employment for themselves and 
others. Therefore we propose the following recommendations: 

1. National consultative processes to impart and guide, the revamping of the school core curriculum such 

that it targets 100% Education for Sustainable Development which includes elements of environmental 

education, self-development and leadership, entrepreneurship and social business, experiential learning, 

community values, inter-culturalism, and vocational training.  

2. Establishment of Intra-Regional Business Incubators, using a “Hub and Spokes” model in SIDS; with a 

focus on providing youth with self-created decent work opportunities and building skills to develop new 

industries.  

 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

Science and technology is the engine of industry. The minds of youth are the pistons that keep this engine 

moving forward. We are therefore recommending: 

 
1. Establishment of Inter-and-Intra-Regional SIDS Youth Innovation & Technology Centers; focused on the 

training of youth to develop and implement strategies to address the challenges they face with respect to the 

health, education, environment and food security. 

2. Enhance Information and Communication Technology (ICT) infrastructure to create the enabling 

environment so as to ensure 100 % access to reliable, affordable and fast speed Internet across the three 

SIDS regions to enable inter-regional youth connectivity, creativity and innovation, with global business 

development as a cross-cutting theme thus recognizing that connectivity is a global right. 

 

 

CLOSING 

We all know that it is hard to find solutions to the issues that our small islands are facing. However, if 

the leaders of today, partner with the leaders of tomorrow, we can ensure harmony in achieving 

sustainable development. We are the millennial generation, and we stand for action and change. We 

come as partners to do, whatever is within our capacity, to achieve the future we want. We remain 

committed to serving as effective advocates for SIDS, within the global framework for Sustainable 

Development. On behalf of children and youth, we invite you to join us as partners in achieving a 

sustainable future, and be Ambassadors of Young People within your governments, regions and the geo-

political sphere. 

Thank you. 

 


