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Background !!
Disaster Risk Reduction!
There is no such thing as a “natural” disaster, only natural hazards. Disaster Risk Reduction aims to reduce 
the damage caused by hazards such as earthquakes, floods, conflicts and epidemics through an ethic of pre-
vention. A disaster's severity depends on how much impact a hazard has on society and the environment. The 
scale of the impact in turn depends on the choices we make for our lives and for our environment. These 
choices relate to how we grow our food, where and how we build our homes, what kind of government we 
have, how our financial system works and even what we teach in schools. Each decision and action makes us 
more vulnerable to disasters - or more resilient to them. Disaster risk reduction is about choices. 

Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction !
In 2005 the Member States of the UN agreed upon an international framework for reducing disaster risks and 
create a resilient society - The Hyogo Framework for Action. This international framework expire in 2015. 
The United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) currently facilitates global 
and regional consultations and negotiations leading up to the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction. The Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction will be voted upon at the Third UN World 
Congress for Disaster Risk Reduction, March 2015, Sendai Japan. Prior to the third UN World Congress for 
Disaster Risk Reduction there are global consultations and negotiations, amongst others the 2nd Preparatory 
Committee Meeting for the third UN World Congress for Disaster Risk Reduction, November 2014, Geneva 
Switzerland. 

Youth and Disaster Risk Reductions !
The number of people facing emergencies around the world is increasing. These emergencies can have ex-
tensive political, economic, social and most importantly public health impacts with potentially long-term 
consequences. They can undermine decades of social development and slow progress towards the Millenni-
um Development Goals. Communities, children and youth are at the forefront of disasters. With increasing 
exposure and vulnerability to disaster risks, future generations will live with growing climate-related threats 
and more recurrent and intense shocks. Children and youth are agents for future change: they have the capa-
bility to innovate, educate and reach out to their direct and extended families, as well as their wider commu-
nities, on how to reduce disaster risks and lead resilience.  As the decision-makers and leaders of tomorrow, 
children and youth need to acquire the appropriate knowledge, critical thinking and life-saving skills on how 
to reduce risk, prepare and respond to disasters in order to make well-informed decisions and actions to pro-
tect themselves and their community against future risk. With this knowledge and skills, children and youth 
will represent well-prepared citizens capable of engaging in decision-making processes to develop risk-sensi-
tive policies that will shape their communities and the world’s future.  !
Youth contributions and active participation in consultations and negotiations up to 
the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction!
With 30 per cent of the world's population aged 18 and below, it is important that leaders engage young peo-
ple more to ensure they have an active role in making their community more resilient and presenting their 
priorities and commitments for inclusion in the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. The out-
comes of the 2013 Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in Geneva identified the need for youth to be 
a key focus area in the draft of the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.  !
UNISDR have, during the process leading up to the third UN World Congress for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
implemented the established system of systematically organizing stakeholders into major groups. The UN 
Major Group for Children and Youth is thereby the appointed constituency to facilitate the participation of 
children and youth in these consultations and negotiations worldwide. This mandate includes consulting 
youth about their priorities and commitments.  !
1st Arab Youth Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Arab Youth Consulta-
tion for the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction   !
Active involvement of children and youth consists of expressing which challenges and priorities we believe 
need to be addressed in the Post-2015 framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and highlighting the strengths 
youth could bring to Disaster Risk Reduction policy implementation. To achieve the purpose of building a 
joint advocacy agenda for the Post-2015 framework for Disaster Risk Reduction consultations, and to mobi-
lize youth voices in MENA Region, the UN Major Group for Children and Youth conducted a MENA Re-



gional Youth Forum. With the objective of establishing a creative space for youth of the MENA region, the 
forum was be organized, led, facilitated and attended by youth. In the following 2nd Arab Conference for 
Disaster Risk Reduction, the participants of the Arab Youth Forum implemented a joint advocacy strategy to 
advance children's and youth's priorities, challenges and strengths in Disaster Risk Reduction. !
Objectives of consultations:  
I. Engage youth in discussions at the 2nd Arab Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction;  
II. Create an inclusive platform for youth within the MENA Region to:  

1. Share views, ideas and experiences in reducing disaster risk and in building community 
resilience; 

2. Discuss their aspirations, expectations and needs, as well as the contribution and added value 
they can bring to disaster risk reduction decision-making and policy implementation; 

3. Capture innovative ideas and recommendations for disaster resilience and opportunities to pitch 
to the leaders of today and corporate partners for support and partnership-building for future; 

4. Collaborate on the development of basic guidelines and risk reduction indicators to better 
inform policy and monitor progress towards disaster resilience for all; 

5. Formulate youth commitments to a post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction to be 
presented at the third UN World Congress for Disaster Risk Reduction; 

III. Provide youth within the MENA Region with tools in order to be fully empowered to advocate for 
improved Disaster Risk Reduction; both with aspects of preparedness, prevention, response and 
recovery; 

IV. Place children and youth as a natural and active actor in decision-making to reduce disaster risk and 
build resilience. !

Priorities and commitments in Disaster Risk Reduction of 
youth in the MENA region !!
Concerns of youth in the MENA region regarding disasters in the region!
• Conflicts in Syria, Israel-Palestine and Iraq are taking place at an international and regional level 

highlighting disparities in delivering immediate community relief, especially that associated with essential 
healthcare services and adequate study of the humanitarian condition; 

• Ebola outbreak and the impending challenge of managing healthcare systems and infection control 
platforms on a regional basis, as well as making the threat of a wide-spread epidemic and challenges to 
respective resources available to counteract the outbreak more evident; 

• Gender inequality and undermined sexual rights is contributing to lack of human rights in disaster 
scenarios, primarily the rights of affected refugee populations, e.g. Syria; 

• Lack of disaster risk reduction education leading to less preparedness due to insufficient skills and 
knowledge to adequately address issues, thereby increasing the demand of cooperation between local, 
national and regional actors when implementing interventions in the affected communities;  

• The provision of basic human rights and security of homeless peoples in striking disasters where the 
assurance of the delivery and upholding of such rights is becoming a grave concern; 

• The increasing onset of natural disasters added to the unmet contingency plans or emergency protocols in 
the health and housing sectors requires immediate attention; 

• Lack of security measures in place for striking disasters; pollutions contributing to disasters related to 
climate change; gaps in necessary common sense and knowledge to handle disasters; lack of sufficient 
prevention measures; geographical boundaries; religious, social and political discrimination and resulting 
unemployment are all contributing to an inability to uphold even the most basic human rights disaster 
settings and increasing levels of poverty. !

Priorities of youth in the MENA Region regarding Disaster Risk Reduction !
Bellow you can find the priorities identified by the MENA youth in disaster risk reduction and their 
voluntary commitments. The priorities are summarized under – Education & Capacity-building; Youth 
Engagement; Governance; Conflict & Displacement; Underlying Risks Factors; and Vulnerable Groups.  



  

Focus 
Area 

Key message Advocacy Ask 

Education 
& Capacity-

building 

Empowerment of 
young people with the 
necessary skills, 
confidence and 
knowledge that will 
enable them to better 
apply their creativity 
and innovation to 
reducing disaster risk. 

1. Incorporate DRR in educational curriculum.

2. Youth-led awareness campaigns about DRR, 
addressing young people as well as the society in 
general, e.g. about early warning. 

3. Provide young people with trainings on contribution 
to early response.

4. Establish a global and regional children, adolescents 
and youth network on Disaster Risk Reduction as an 
avenue to share experiences, broaden perspectives, 
and collectively engage governments and global and 
regional actors on Disaster Risk Reduction. 

5. Support a high level intergenerational forum on 
Disaster Risk Reduction.

6. Develop youth internship program in Disaster Risk 
Reduction related organizations for the meaningful 
engagement of adolescents and youth. 

7. Internally displaced, refugee and street children and 
youth have access to education.

Youth 
involvement

Assure that youth and 
children are equal 
partners in planning, 
implementing and 
reviewing Disaster Risk 
Reduction international 
and national 
frameworks; – globally, 
regionally and locally. 

1. Build and support national customized and 
institutionalized Disaster Risk Reduction Youth 
Programs and support international networks 
between there is youth programs.

3. Institutionalized pools of young people, to be 
recruited in early response of disasters. 

4. Provide medical students with trainings on pre 
hospital response. 

Governance Platform, globally, 
regionally and 
nationally, for youth 
from which they can act 
and take a role in 
decision making.

1. At the community/ward level, children, adolescents 
and youth to be represented in the disaster 
management committee.

2. Youth representatives and possibility for relevant 
participation in informal and formal meetings 
globally and regional, where Disaster Risk 
Reduction is addressed.

1. Establish mechanisms and platforms whereby 
children, adolescents and youth can engage with 
local government authorities and community 
associations and access relevant information, as 
well as share their knowledge to the community in 
contributing to awareness raising on Disaster Risk 
Reduction.

5. Establish at the national level, a children, 
adolescents and youth council which will provide 
guidance and work with schools and education 
officials in strengthening Disaster Risk Reduction. 



!!!

Conflict & 
Displaceme

nt 

Investment in stronger 
commitments and more 
inclusive resources to 
address disaster risks 
exacerbated by 
conflicts, and thereby 
assure that the rights of 
children and young 
people in conflict 
settings are maintained.

1. States must adopt the School Safety framework to 
ensure uninterrupted safe education.

Underlying 
risk factors 

Human Rights 
implementation an 
peace-promotion.  

.

1. Youth-led awareness campaign about human rights 
and peace. 

2. Exchange of young people worldwide, as an action 
of increasing cultural understanding and human 
right based morals. 

3. Establishment and support of Disaster Risk 
Reduction initiatives linked to youth 
unemployment and professional development for 
young professionals, poverty reduction goals, in 
order to assure sustainable economic resilience.

Health & 
Nutrition

Assure that health person-
nel posses necessary 
knowledge and skills to 
provide sufficient and effi-
cient health response to 
children in striking hazards. 

1. Training and simulations for medical professionals 
and medical students. 

2. Interoperate disaster risk reduction and management 
in the medical curriculum. 

Increased food security 
before, during and after 
disasters. 

1. Enhance the preparendess by agencies, 
humanitarian actors and member states to assure 
necessary supply of food in striking disasters. 

Sustainable agriculture. 1. Support building of sustainable agriculture. 

2. The UN agencies and member states have 
responsibility to raise awareness on best practice of 
sustainable agricultural and the benefits of investing 
in it. 

3. UN agencies and member states address starvation 
with sustainable solutions. 

Vulnerable 
Group 

Assure special attention 
for meeting the needs 
and inclusion in 
decision making of 
vulnerable groups, 
especially street 
children and people in 
rural areas, in disaster 
risk reduction decision 
making, 
implementation and 
monitoring. 

1. Provide venues customized for homeless young 
people to raise their voice in decision making and 
support their capacity build.

2. Support the capacity building of homeless young 
people in order to reduce their vulnerability of 
disasters.



Voluntary commitment of youth in MENA Region!
We, the youth commit to: 

• Deliver informal trainings on Disaster Risk Reduction with the objective of empowering young people 
with the necessary skills, confidence and knowledge that will enable them to better apply their creativity 
and innovation to reducing disaster risk; 

• Focus on increasing the capacities of the vulnerable groups so as to decrease the effects of disasters on 
them through educating them on the bases of Disaster Risk Reduction;  

• Achieve a level of adequacy in the medical field so as to decrease fatalities and losses by improving pre-
hospital responses in rural areas as well as creating focal points in close proximity to areas suffering 
from low medical coverage through providing current medical students and young practitioners with the 
necessary knowledge, skills and equipment.  !

Organizing Partners !
The United Nations Major Group for Children and Youth!
The UN Major Group of Children and Youth is one of the nine major groups recognized by the UN, 
representing different stakeholder groups of the society. The UN Major Group for Children and Youth is a 
constituency with the mandate to facilitate the voice of youth and children in different high level 
consultations and negotiations. The UN Major Group for Children and Youth is a constituency made from 
the following members; individuals (who are under 30) and organizations (who are led by young people 
under 30, or have a mandate to represent youth and/or children). It is an open constituency. The UN Major 
Group for Children and Youth consists of Task Forces addressing specific areas. These are groups which deal 
with external policy and develop the policy points which the constituency work on, based on its member 
statements and positions in this area. A Task Force is created when there is a larger area of policy of the UN 
Major Group for Children and Youth mandate, and it engages in external advocacy addressing the specific 
area. Currently there are four Task Forces, one being Disaster Risk Reduction, with more information about 
them being provided here. The UN Major Group for Children and Youth Task Force has specially appointed 
coordinators, please see who coordinates each of the Task Forces here.  

#Youth Are Ready - Youth and Disaster Risk Reduction !
Youth Beyond Disasters is an open network working in close relation with UNISDR and with the UN Major 
Group for Children and Youth. Youth Beyond Disasters and the UN Major Group for Children and Youth 
chair the vision of children and young people of all ages, background and abilities being actively involved, 
meaningfully engaged, and confident in leading Disaster Risk Reduction. The mission we jointly thereby 
received by UNISDR up to the third UN World Congress for Disaster Risk Reduction and beyond is to 
inspire and facilitate youth-led conversations on disasters, to mobilize young people to contribute to high 
level meetings, and to support them to create action plans that bring change. Working in partnership with the 
UNISDR, we seek to highlight the strengths and unique abilities of young people in leading disaster risk 
reduction. Whatever your skills, background, experience, or time limits; we would love to have you involved 
in championing this cause and building a stronger youth in disaster risk reduction community.  !
International Federation of Medical Students Associations!
The International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA) was founded in 1951. It is the 
world’s oldest and largest independent organization representing associations of medical students interna-
tionally. It currently maintains 108 National Member Organizations from more than 100 countries across six 
continents with over 1,2 million students represented worldwide. IFMSA is recognized as a non-governmen-
tal organization within the United Nations’ system and the World Health Organization. 
IFMSA was created to impact the world and to empower its members in taking their vision and ideas, and 
making them a reality. IFMSA has inspired generations of medical students to develop the leadership abili-
ties and skills to take on challenges and to improve the world around them in a crucial period of their career. 
Engaging in IFMSA encourages both professional and personal collaborations irrespective of geographical, 
social, cultural, religious, racial, sexual and political differences. As a result, future doctors are becoming 
more culturally aware and sensitive physicians. IFMSA work with disaster risk management with the objec-
tive to enhance knowledge and skills amongst future medical professionals, enhance active contribution to 
disaster risk reduction as students and to influence disaster risk reduction policies to based on the federations 
policies on disaster risk management. 


