
 

Dear Excellencies, 

My name is Debora, I am 23 and I am from Sao Paulo, Brazil. I am here today because I 
have always believed that the smallest gestures can change our world for the best. 

I could be just an other alienated teen from the margins of an under developed country. 
Just another statistic. 

I don’t come from a wealthy background. I had to fight and study to change my fate 

We are gathered here today to discuss the future, my future, our future and future of 
those yet to be born. That is too important to be done behind closed doors. 

First and foremost, for all your patience and enthusiasm to engage in this historic 
process, we want to thank you. You know we mean it. We want to believe your 
intentions are truly ambitious, and you would concede that we are truly committed. We 
saw it through when Major Groups had no formal roles, even during the nights of 
negotiations, where the only sleep we could catch was on the floor of the Delegates 
Lounge. 

In this crucial hour, the Major Group of Children and Youth will not take up any more of 
your time with pleasantries and platitudes. 

We know we will have to continue to work hard to ensure young people and children, in 
all their diversity, are represented within the process going forward until and beyond 
2015, and trust that we have your commitment to ensuring our full and inclusive 
participation. Specific mechanisms need to be established for Major Groups and 
stakeholders involvement leading up to and following the post-2015 summit.   

We have embarked on a journey to create a transformative agenda that is meant to 
usher us into a new era of sustainable development in harmony with nature, that is 
rights-based and ensures no one is left behind. All people of all ages and all abilities 
count. 

We have made some progress. We were present to witness the successes - when free 
education was recognized in goal 4, when youth unemployment was brought back as 
target 8.6, when Universal Health Coverage became an agreed target in goal 3, when 
SCP remained a goal, when the oceans were prioritized and biodiversity recognized. 
We cannot regress from this. 

But this progress is certainly far from what civil society expected and has fought for. 
Young People’s rights are not just about education and employment. And neither are 
the planet’s resources infinite. 



 

We witnessed decision makers in this room sticking to a development paradigm that 
obsesses over growth and ignores our planetary boundaries. A false paradigm that 
prevents our human development in a truly holistic way. The destruction of our natural 
environment, our diversity, and our indigenous cultures in the name of mass 
consumption, fueled by neoliberal oppression, is not “progress”. 

We witnessed our sexual and reproductive rights, and our right to comprehensive 
sexuality education, overlooked. 

We witnessed when the carrying capacity of the earth was not respected and removed 
from target 12.2. 

We witnessed when non formal and informal education along with indigenous 
knowledge were considered inappropriate for this agenda while discussing quality 
education for all. 

We witnessed when the means to implement this agenda in goal 17 were weakened to 
serve the hands of powerful business. 

We witnessed when goal 16 made the definitions of peace, justice, human rights and 
social security controversial. 

And we also witnessed when the agreed language of the human right to water was 
removed from a goal and hidden away in the chapeau. 

We want to make sure that a truly ambitious agenda is set. 

More specifically, one, which ensures the maximization of inclusive human 
development and environmental protection, and not per capita economic growth. That 
achieves absolute decoupling of economic activity from environmental degradation. We 
demand a transformative goal 8, and not how it stands currently. We should not be 
afraid to impose caps on the extraction of resources and consider ecocide a crime 
against humanity. 

In my city, the biggest in Latin America, there’s not enough water for the population and 
yet people are not aware about climate change and its impacts. The agenda should 
manage natural resources for human well being within the capacity of ecosystems. We 
are talking about strengthening goal 12 on SCP. 

And still on the subject of the environmental pillar, an agenda that also phases out fossil 
fuel subsidies and limits climate change and increase in global temperature of not more 
than 1.5 degrees Celsius that mitigates disasters, while achieving a full transition to non 
greenhouse energy. 



 

A truly transformative framework should recognize the right to food and food 
sovereignty (security). 

It should be made clear that the agenda recognizes sexual and reproductive health and 
rights for all. We see them as human rights and dismiss any opposition on any grounds. 
It is simply unacceptable that our human rights, our autonomy, our mental and physical 
health and our sexuality are questioned, traded and violated. 

Nothing other than a stand alone focus to eliminate child, early and forced marriage, in 
addition to child labor and child soldiers will deprive girls and boys of their childhood. 

The goal on inequalities cannot hide away marginalized and vulnerable people under 
the term of ‘other status’. Sexual orientation and gender identity need to be explicitly 
mentioned. 

The first human inhabitants of our lands- indigenous peoples - deserve a more 
comprehensive mention of their needs. Their right to free, informed and prior consent is 
not meant to dangle at the whim of extractive industries. 

We understand and recognize that these are complex issues, burdened with red lines 
and instructions from capital. But It is unacceptable that our fundamental rights are left 
off the table because representatives deem them “too controversial” or because they 
supposedly harm a country’s  “business environment”. This is simply non-negotiable to 
us. 

We need to do better, much better, in order to deliver on the greatest challenges of our 
time and to secure a safe world for present and future generations. The time has come 
for us to work together strongly, between countries, and between generations 

If we do not take the appropriate action here, in these comfortable seats, the fight for 
achieving a sustainable world is useless. 

In addition, this agenda needs to be financed, governed and implemented. This is not 
possible when billions, if not trillions are siphoned off in illicit financial flows with the 
help of powerful private and public players while robbing those who perish. The 
appropriate macroeconomic environment needs to reflect our values by appropriately 
assessing, assigning and pricing social and environmental externalities. Further, in the 
spirit of being transformative it is imperative that the beneficiaries of this agenda play a 
key role in its monitoring. No commitment, even voluntary, is free from being held 
accountable. 

On the subject of technology, we ask you to step away from a technology will fix 
everything mentality and actualize a multilateral mechanism to develop the capacity of 



 

countries to evaluate technologies to avoid potential adverse consequences to the 
environment, economy and society." 

We stand at a moment of time of exceptional possibilities. A moment when goals long 
seemed unreachable, and a paradigm dismissed as mere imagination, are within our 
reach. And a moment, when dangers of unprecedented magnitude threaten the future 
of humankind. But at the same time we have it in our collective abilities, to solve these 
threats. We are here to show that young people are not just victims, but part of the 
solution. 

We have to make sure you realize you are not just negotiating goals and objectives, but 
lives and futures. We have to go beyond speeches and remember that those indicators 
about to be negotiated make an impact in real life, we are talking about people that 
have no food to eat, that have no respect from their own kin, that are neglected, we are 
talking about our one planet that has already crossed it's critical boundaries. We may 
not have a future ahead. 

We will work with you, encourage you and support you. We will critique you, and 
above all, we will hold you accountable. Nothing about us, without us. Because we 
are here, and here to stay.	  


