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Post-2015 Framework for DRR 
Comments on the Zero Draft !

The international community recognises three interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars of 
sustainable development: Economic Development, Social Inclusion and Environmental 
Protection. The UN Major Group for Children and Youth (MGCY) strongly believes that the 
Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) benefits from cross-sectionally 
addressing these three pillars in the framework. This would ensure increased recognition of the 
importance of the framework and a comprehensive and long term sustainable implementation of 
the framework. In the current status of negotiations of the framework there is an urgent need to 
address the allocation of resources, and within the aspects of environmental protection 
enhancing implementation of climate change adaptation in priorities of actions as well as 
including environmental losses in the indicators and targets. 
Responsible stewardship is a crucial obligation for states as well as for individuals and civil 
society. We believe that accountability of the actors needs to be further addressed in order to 
assure that the framework will result in the resilient society we all aim for. The fundamental 
premise upon which responsible stewardship is based is the belief that each person is a 
precious resource. It is thereby imperative that a person-centered response in addition to the 
cross-sectional inclusion of  human rights should be applied to each section of the framework. !
In light of the ongoing discussions of indicators and targets for the framework, we wish to raise 
our concerns regarding the lack of data collection on a number of the proposed indicators. We 
thereby believe that it is important to strengthen the UNISDR’s capacity and to recruit an 
advisory group on data revolution. !
As the single largest demographic, representing over 50 percent of the world’s population, 
children and youth are a strong group, and should be approached in the framework as such. To 
ensure that, we call for recognition of  our following priorities. !
Youth and children as meaningful partners; 
We are capable agents in propagating behavioural change as well as generators and 
implementers of innovative ideas. Integrating youth as equal partners in planning, decision-
making, implementation and monitoring of the frameworks is crucial in participative and 
responsive disaster governance.  !



We thereby propose the framework to address the following issues:  
■ Full representation of children and youth in national DRR committees; 
■ A UNISDR Youth Advisory Board; 
■ Support for young people to implement action-oriented, meaningful DRR projects in their 

communities; 
■ Ensure the involvement of young people in the process of monitoring and supervising 

the implementation of national, regional and international frameworks.;  
■ Support for young people to enable them to carry out DRR awareness campaigns. !

Education, Empowerment and Capacity building of the future generations; 
Educating and empowering youth and children in DRR will not only lead to capacity building of 
the individual, but it will also create future generations that are well aware of the importance of 
DRR. !
We thereby propose the following to be addressed by the framework:  

■ Integration of DRR and Climate Change adaptation related material in educational 
curriculums; 

■ Support young people in the process of planning and delivering regional and global 
platforms on DRR accountable for delivering opportunities to educate and build capacity 
of Children and Youth in DRR. 

■ Endorse public awareness campaigns delivered by young people on risk reduction 
measures; 

■ Engage young people as volunteers in disaster preparedness; provide internships for 
youth in national DRR related departments and relevant agencies;  

■ Provide opportunities and resources for young scientists to continue their contribution to 
DRR research; 

■ Promote routine disaster preparedness exercises for Children and Youth. !
Inclusivity, Protection and Security; 
No one should be denied the right to an inclusive, safe and secure environment. Children, being 
a more vulnerable group, are more prone to disaster, displacement and lack of protection. 
Providing Children and vulnerable Youth as well as the community with a safe and secure 
environment should be a top priority at all times. !
We thereby propose the following to be addressed in the framework: 

■ Full implementation of Safes schools and hospitals; 
■ Enhance the protection of young people through improved infrastructure; 
■ Shield children from unsafe behaviours and practices after disasters, with special 

attention to actions addressing child-labour, trafficking and physic-social support; 
■ Strengthen the linkage between DRR, social protection, ecosystems management, and 

thereby assure social, economic and environmental resilience. !
An all-inclusive hazard approach in the scope of the framework; 
Children and youth worldwide believe that the framework would be incomplete without 
addressing manmade-human induced disasters. In the last year manmade disasters resulted in 
more human loss than all of the natural disasters put together. We thereby call for an enhanced 



scope that includes biological, technological, slow onset and human induced disasters. We 
further call for the following actions of DRR to address this;  !

■ Implementation of peace education in primary and secondary school curriculum; 
■ Support cultural exchange of young people as a means of of addressing underlying risks 

of human induced disasters; 
■ Implementation of international health regulations as as a means towards reduction of 

underlying risks for biological disasters. !
Children and Youth can be pro-active and crucial partners in all the DRR processes. We are not 
just leaders of tomorrow, but also leaders of today. We are faced with similar problems as the 
rest of the society and we are ready to share the torch of responsibility. We are already actively 
contributing to the process leading to the Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction. 
For us Sendai is the beginning of a long journey towards mitigating the risks that can lead to 
disaster.


