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As we work on formulating the post 2015 framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, as I 
mentioned last week in my expert of the week session on Preventionweb; the importance of 
strengthening linkages and coherence between several other international frameworks under 
negotiation has been established. This includes the Sustainable Development Goals, 
negotiations on Climate Change  and the World Humanitarian Summit. all happening within 
one year.  

All of these agreements share a common aim of making development sustainable and 
communities resilient to climate change and disasters. Strong commitment to ambitious goals 
and accelerated implementation of these international agreements must be a global priority.  

Given the complementarities between the post-2015 agendas, leveraging the cumulative 
impact of these instruments creates shared value. Efforts must be deployed to ensure that each 
of them do not  build in “policy risks” or, contradictory policies, that generate more - rather 
than less - risk in  development. 

These linkages already exist. For instance, the Open Working group has already recognized, 
and as we heard from the Financial and Insurance sectors this morning that Sustainable 
Development will only be achieved if we limit disaster losses. Disaster risk reduction is 
mentioned  in the OWG proposed Goals and Targets For example, proposed Goal 13 is to 
Tackle Climate Change and its impacts with the following targets: 13.1 strengthen resilience 
and adaptive capacity to climate induced hazards and natural disasters in all countries , 13.2 
integrate climate change adaptation and mitigation into national strategies and plans and 13.3 
improve education, awareness raising and human and institutional capacity on climate change 
mitigation, impact reduction, and early warning   

Since then, Member States have demonstrated clear expectations and desire for disaster risk 
reduction to be further strengthened across various focus areas at the target level.  

Sustainable development needs DRR to ensure development gains are durable and 
sustainable. The HFA2 also needs stronger coherence with the SDGs. The zero draft for the 
Post 2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction submitted by the Co-Chair of the 
Preparatory Committee, notes that  HFA has provided critical guidance to reduce disaster 
risks but that its implementation has, however, highlighted gaps in the implementation of 
HFA priority 4; addressing the underlying risk factors. The Willis Re proposal to form a risk 
finance working group to address underlying risk factors through risk-informed public and 
private investments may be a more cost-effective than primary reliance on post-disaster 
response and recovery is of note.  

This coherent approach is even more important as it relate to the children and youth.  For 
children are the greatest bearers of this risk. Indeed, for many children across the world, 



emergencies—in the form of conflict and natural disaster—create significant protection risks, 
exacerbating their vulnerability to violence, exploitation, and abuse.   

By participating actively in both the HFA and SDG processes, the Major Group on Children 
and Youth is working diligently to ensure coherence between those two instruments. As the 
bearers of present and future risk we attend consultations, review draft documents to ensure 
goals, indicators and targets, but also underlying principles are all aligned. We will continue 
to work with governments to make sure funding is available to build strong, sustainable 
communities, ensuring resources are targeted to work with children and youth and address 
underlying risks factors. Finally we will continue to work throughout 2015 and 2016 with 
member states and UN agencies towards building a coherent accountability framework.  
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