
Lund Forum on Capacity Development for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
Sweden  

By Lazo Sadik  

What have we achieved? What are the challenges that we face and how can we move forward 
with the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA)? These question were raised and discussed by 
an international group of thirty experts from United Nations Development Program (UNDP), 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) at the first Lund Forum on 
Capacity Development for Disaster Risk Reduction, on Thursday, December 4th, 2014, at 
Lund University in Sweden. One of our MGCY representative also attended the event.  

The event examined required actions in terms of practical ways to continue, and also in terms 
of research in capacity development for disaster risk reduction (DRR) post 2015 through 
presentations, panel discussions and workshops. Below is a summary of these sections.  

The Centre for Societal Resilience at Lund University research focus lies in five major areas, 
one of them being Capacity Development. Studies show that Capacity Development require 
technical- , context- and process knowledge. This area target on external actors working with 
sustainable measures and aims to maintain safety, security and sustainability by advancing the 
methods and working directly with formal stakeholders. What has been achieved in the DRR 
and Capacity Development work done so far is that it has raised more awareness on damages 
and losses. Good advocacy work has been done which has led to progress in DRR governance 
in parts of the world. The emergency preparedness has progressed and there is more 
accessible funding for DRR today. Good is also that DRR is working on interconnecting with 
sustainable development goals (SDGs).  

 Following are some of the challenges we face:  

• Confusion with the terminology DRR itself, as the meaning varies in different parts of 
the world. Also capacity development definition and approaches are not clear 

• No clarity on capacities needed to implement the HFA 
• Risk reduction practices and overall development work are not risk informed 
• DRR is a development issue, however humanitarians drive it 
• Standards in DRR are not well defined for legislation, policy and strategy plans 
• Confusion between DRR and climate change adaption 
• There are many planners, however too little technical support for implementation 

As has resulted in previous DRR work, these are some key points that should be maintained 
such as flexibility and adaptability, comprehensive planning, capacity building that is 
functional and contribution to disaster resilience. 

Future goals within Capacity Development and DRR which should be focused on:  

• Risk assessment should be a priority  
• Development actors need to be effective 
• Development actors need to accept responsibility for DRR 


