
 

Post-2015 Stakeholders Engagement on Sustainable 

Urbanization and Housing. 

Youth Engagement on Post 2015 Agenda 

Process and around Goal 11 

The Post-2015 Development Agenda process has 

entered its most critical stage. As the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) are being finalized, the 

UN Major Group for Children and Youth (MGCY) is 

working to pressure Member States to maintain the 

ambition of the goals proposed by the Open 

Working Group (OWG) last year. One proposed goal 

that is absolutely crucial for an ambitious agenda is 

Goal 11, which addresses sustainable urbanization 

and housing. Simply put, the MGCY is not satisfied 

with the current language of the targets related to 

this goal. Today, cities are facing unprecedented 

demographic, environmental, economic, social, and 

spatial challenges. There has been a phenomenal 

shift towards urbanization, with 6 out of every 10 

people in the world expected to reside in urban 

areas by 2030. As declared in the 2012 Manifesto 

for Cities: “the battle for a more sustainable future 

will be won or lost in cities.” Central to this 

demographic reality is the fact that more than half 

world’s population is made up of young people. As 

the official children and youth platform for 

engagement in UN policy negotiations, the MGCY 

has been active in several processes around these 

important urban issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Amend 11.1: By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and 

upgrade slums through fully implementing the human right to adequate housing. 

Amend 11.3: By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity, ensure mechanisms for 

participatory, integrated and sustainable human settlement planning, budgeting, governance and management 

in all countries. 

Amend 11.5: By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected and decrease 

by [x] per cent the economic, social and environmental losses relative to gross domestic product caused by 

disasters, including water related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable 

situations. 

Amend 11.6: By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita and absolute environmental impact of cities and make 

urbanization neutral to ecosystem degradation, including by paying special attention to air quality and municipal 

and other waste management. 



In the context of indicators for measuring progress 

around Goal 11, the MGCY proposes: 

- Data for several indicators should be 

disaggregated by age and allow for youth 

specific analysis. 

- Assess progress on indicators, taking into 

account youth demographic trends and 

population growth rate relative to the stage of 

demographic transition of countries, with 

particular attention to the youth bulge. 

More information can be found here:  

https://childrenyouth.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/chld

ren-and-youth-specefic-sdg-indicators-mapping.pdf 

 

Recently, the Second Preparatory Committee of 

the Habitat III process was held in Nairobi. While 

there, members of the MGCY took an active role in 

advocacy around youth priorities for the New Urban 

Agenda. Also, in partnership with the International 

Movement of Catholic Students - Pax Romana, the 

MGCY held a side event entitled “Youth Priorities 

for Sustainable, Inclusive, and Resilient Urban 

Human Settlements.” During the event, we 

introduced the youth consultations we are hosting 

globally in preparation for the Habitat III conference 

in Quito, Ecuador in 2016. We also shared some of 

the outcomes of the consultations. These outcomes 

strongly highlight the importance of meaningful 

participation of young people in governance at 

all levels. 

 

Substantial aspects of our findings from 

consultations 

Below are some of the major outcomes of our youth 

consultations: 

- Enhancing livability for all people of all ages and 

all abilities everywhere. This includes rights to 

affordable housing for all people irrespective of 

status and income level. 

- Equitable resource allocation to community-

based rehabilitation and crime prevention 

programs in different types of settlements that 

result in a reduction of the incarceration rate of 

young people. 

- Legally mandated and well-resourced provision 

for participatory governance, including specific 

allocations to young people. 

- Support a livelihood guarantee approach by 

promoting cooperatives and a bringing a 

substantial share of economic activity under this 

form of ownership. 

- Mobility is different from the mere presence of a 

public transport system that checks a box. A 

focus on regular, reliable, safe, integrated, 

sustainable and easily accessible public 

transport systems is vital.

All presentations for this Side Event can be found here: http://num.to/4674-5142-9038 (Shorten URL) 

If you want to contact to the MGCY, send us an email to op@childrenyouth.org. 

 

 

Website:   http://chidlrenyouth.org 

Facebook:  UNMGCY (fb.com/UNMGCY) 

Twitter:    @UNMGCY (https://twitter.com/unmgcy) 
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